SO                         "  "     TRUSTY,

5.  "It is a rough road at the best of
times, but on a bleak night with  snow
there is real danger.    The trap will take
yon over in no time when it comes in, or
as soon as it is light in the morning."

6.  "My friend," said I, " do not think of
such a thing.    I would not be away from
home to-morrow for all the world.    It is
the birthday of my only little girl, and she
would think the day quite spoilt if her
father were not there.

7.  " I shall step out briskly, and be at
home long before dark.    It is not three
o'clock yet," I added, pulling out my watch,

"Well, I wish you a safe journey, sir,"
said the landlord. " And also, many happy
returns of to-morrow."

8.  " Thank you, landlord," replied I, in
the same hearty tone.  I shook hands with
him, for his face was a beaming and kindly
one, and I had known him since I was a
boy.

9.  As I went towards the outer door,
the landlord just "behind me,his man darted
forward from a dark corner, and began to
bustle out in front of me.